
Appendix G - Merit Badge Program

Merit badges awarded for accomplishment of specific requirements in various areas of interest and can be earned at any rank.  Scouts interested in earning a particular merit badge should obtain a BSA application for merit badge form “Blue Card” from the Scoutmaster or an Assistant Scoutmaster.

The scout must get approval to work on a merit badge from the Scoutmaster or an Assistant Scoutmaster in advance of any work on the badge.  The Scoutmaster or Assistant Scoutmaster gives approval by signing the “blue card”. The Scoutmaster, Advancement Chairperson, Merit Badge Coordinator, or Parent’s Committee Chairperson will help scouts find a qualified merit badge counselor.

Merit Badge Counselor(s) will mentor scouts seeking to earn a merit badge and ensure all applicable requirements are met.  All counselors must be BSA Youth Protection and Merit Badge Counselor Trained.  All scout/adult interaction shall adhere to the concept of "two deep" leadership as outlined in BSA Youth Protection Training.
When the counselor is satisfied the scout has met all merit badge requirements he/she signs the “blue card” indicating completion of work.  The scout brings the remaining sections of the “blue card” to the Scoutmaster for final approval and signature.  Once signed, the scout presents the completed blue card to the Advancement Chairperson to be recorded in the troop database.

Completed merit badges, submitted early enough, will be awarded at the next quarterly court of honor. At that time, the scout will receive an official record of the merit badge and the applicant’s record section of the “blue card”.  Evidence of completed merit badges, i.e., “blue cards”, may be required when applying for the rank of Eagle Scout.

The criteria for completing a merit badge are the official BSA merit badge requirements, no more and no less.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to serve as merit badge counselors.  It is our desire to ensure integrity within the troop in regard to merit badge accomplishments. Therefore, no parent/guardian will be allowed to instruct or act as a merit badge counselor to his or her own scout without prior permission from the Scoutmaster. 

If a scout owes money to the troop, awards, advancement and merit badges may 
be withheld until the debt is resolved.
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