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Appendix B  

Troop 1717 Guide to Service Projects 

Objective of Guide: 

The objective of this guide is to provide information for scouts to choose valid projects to work on.  The intent is to follow the National Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Policy related to service projects and guidance in the Boys Scout Handbook.  

Objective of Service Projects and Hours:

Service projects are just like all the BSA programs. In that, they provide building blocks as the scouts age and progress in rank.  They are also designed to give the scout a sense of accomplishment and pride in their community.  An example of this is a Second Class Boy Scout participating in a Star, Life, or Eagle Scout project.  In this fashion the scout gets to observe how a project is done first hand and also starts the seed for their own future projects. 

Service Project:

A Scout Service Project is the opportunity for a scout to do a “good turn” and allow them to put their Scout spirit into action.  Good turns and projects involving your patrol and troop encourage a Scout to seek other ways to help.  Some beneficiaries for the projects might be the environment, your community, or a religious group, school, or other worthy group.  The troop suggests that the projects be outside of your normal routines.  With that said, if you are already part of a service organization you should seek opportunities outside of what it does for projects.  

All service projects and hours should be able to answer the following questions:

1. What is the project?

2. Who/m will it benefit?

3. Did someone that will be benefiting provide guidance?

4. Who helped carry out the project?

5. Has the Scout Master approved this project ahead of time?

Eagle scout project will require a lot more thought and action.  Any scout looking to do an Eagle Scout project should first start with the “Eagle Scout Service Project Workbook”, number 18-927.

Earning Project Hours:

All Scouts can earn Service Project Hours.  The project hours start in the Second Class Scout requirements and then again in the Star, Life, and Eagle rank requirements.  The hours are intended to be work towards a particular identified and Scoutmaster approved project. 

Second Class – The requirement is for one hour or more of service.  This requirement can be done on either individually or as part of a larger project.  

Star and Life – The requirement for star and life is for six hours of work to others.  It is highly recommended that these hours be towards learning the skills required for the Eagle service project.  To accomplish these hours a scout can also earn them supporting another scouts project, or creating their own.  
Keeping mind the end goal is to learn and prepare for completing the Eagle Service Project it is recommended that First Class scouts work with another Scout or leader in planning and executing a project.   It is also recommended that Star and Life Scout candidates lead small projects to prepare them the more challenging Eagle Scout Project.

References:

National Policy – www.meritbadge.com/bsa/info/policy3.htm
Boy Scout Handbook – Second Class, Star, Life, and Eagle Scout requirements. 

Boy Scout requirements 2001 – Second Class, Star, Life, and Eagle Scout requirements.

Advancement Committee Policies and Procedures – Service Projects section.

Please contact a Troop 1717 Scout Master for more information or ideas for Service Projects. 

Troop 1717 Boy Scout Project Worksheet

Boy Scouts point of contact name(s): _________________________________________

Project / event name: ______________________________ Event date: ______________

Who will project benefit: ___________________________________________________

Benefiting point of contact: _________________________ Phone: _________________

Project description: _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resources Needed:

· Number of support people - ____

· Supplies - _________________________________________________________

· Tools - ___________________________________________________________

· Transportation - ____________________________________________________
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Notes - 

Scout Master Signature: _____________________________ Date: ________________
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